CHAPTER    XXXVIII
TOWARDS THE FINAL CRISIS
1912-13
WE must now turn back to consider the events in Europe which
ran parallel with the domestic history recorded in the last
few chapters.
On its way through the Mediterranean the ship which took the
King-Emperor to India for the great Durbar came within hailing
distance of Italian cruisers and transports conveying an army to Tripoli.
As already related, the Agadir crisis had been wound up only just in
time to enable the King to keep his engagement in India, and these
cruisers and transports marked the beginning of the new series of events
which was to lead up to the great war.
Grey had been right when he said that, if the annexation of Bosnia-
Herzegovina in defiance of the Treaty of Berlin were condoned by
the other Powers, it would set an example which would be fatal to
their peace. It had broken the spell which, since the Treaty of Berlin,
had caused them to respect something called "the integrity and
independence" of the Ottoman Empire, and openly advertised the
fact that that Empire was in dissolution. The sick man of Europe
had been an unconscionable time dying, but his extremity was now
an open secret, and if one of the expectant heirs took advantage of
it the example was certain to spread.
" Compensation " was now the watchword. It was said that the
balance of power in the Balkans had been disturbed by the action of
Austria-Hungary, and that the adjacent countries were entided to
redress it by helping themselves to other portions of the Turkish
Empire. Italy had a special grievance. Again and again she had
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